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NIU Libraries

Founders Keepers
Love Letters in the Library by Cindy Ditzler
Upcoming Events


September 28-October 29: Al-Kitab: A
solo exhibition of handmade books. By
Zeinab Saab, Founders Memorial
Gallery



October 4: Al-Kitab exhibit opening
reception, Founders Memorial Gallery



October 9: Jacob Haish Portrait
Dedication, Founders Memorial Gallery



October 13: Homecoming Tailgating:
Library Tent



Month of November: 50th Anniversary
of the McKinley "Deacon" Davis
CHANCE Program Exhibit, Founders
Memorial Gallery

On October 19, 1978 Mr. Charles W.
Bradt donated his mother’s, Bertha
Glidden Bradt, collection to the
Northern Illinois Regional History
Center. Contained in the collection
was Mrs. Bradt's family genealogies
including more than 1,000 research
volumes, materials from S.E. Bradt’s
role in the development of Illinois
highways, and Glidden family manuscripts. The family manuscripts consist of family correspondence, Bradt
and Glidden family photographs, and
Josiah Willard Glidden's poetry, journals, and scrapbooks. Josiah Willard
was the younger brother of barbed
wire baron Joseph Glidden, and the
father of Annie Glidden. Both names
are easily recognizable.
What you may not know is that Josiah Willard married Mary McConnell,
a woman he met at a Unitarian
Church conference in Philadelphia,
PA. After exchanging only ten letters
dating from May 31, 1857 to August
30, 1857 Mary, accompanied by
Brother Abel Thomas, left Philadelphia a week after sending her August 30th letter and headed to Illinois. On September 14, 1857, three
and a half months after Josiah
Willard's first letter, Mary arrived in
Chicago where she met and married
Josiah that same day.

Mary McConnell
and Josiah Willard
Glidden's wedding
photograph.
Courtesy of Glidden
Homestead,

The ten letters written between Mary
and Josiah Willard in Mrs. Bradt's
collection are a wonderful example
of a whirlwind romance. The letters
also show their devotion to family
and illustrate the uncertainty Mary
felt about leaving the comfort of her
life and moving from a large city to a
small farming community.

Here is an excerpt from one of
Mary's letters to Josiah Willard with
all original punctuation:
"Since you have told me you would
come for me I think I can trust you,
to tell you that I am willing to become your wife. do you know why I
am willing to come? because I think
you love me, is it true? I wish you to
ask yourself that question many
times before you write to me again,
you have said it but perhaps you
have changed your mind since you
last wrote. be sure you have no othe
motive before you send for me, for it
would be a crime for which I fear you
would be sorry, to take me from
those whom it will make so unhappy
if you do not truly love me."
Josiah Willard fancied himself a Renaissance Man. While a farmer by
trade, he was also a poet, composer,
and painter. Here is an excerpt from
one of Josiah Willard's letter to Mary
which included one of his poems,
“Although we are separated by a
wide distance, yet our spirits will
often hold communion, and the telegraphic line of thought will often be
freighted with messages of love to
cheer us on our way.
I think of thee when softly falls,
The robe of night o=er land and sea,
In lowly cot, or palace halls,
Where=er I roam I think of thee.”
The Regional History Center is partnering with the J.F. Glidden
Continued on page 2
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Love Letters (continued)
Homestead and Historical Center to bring history alive by showcasing Josiah and Mary's love
letters. The historical enactment
entitled Life and Love Letters
will take place Sunday, September 23, from 2 to 5 p.m. at
Faranda's (302 Grove St). Actors
from Stage Coach Players will
portray Mary and Josiah Willard.
Matt Swan, NIU Communications Instructor, will serve as the
master of ceremonies, while
Rachel Hunter-Rosene will be
the vocalist. Along with the

dramatization, Mary McConnell
Glidden's 1857 self-made wedding dress will be on display. To
complement the wedding
theme, attendees will have the
opportunity to explore a gallery
of historic wedding dresses
spanning five generations from
two DeKalb County families and
to savor the creation of a delicious Sweet Dreams wedding
cake. There are also opportunities to bid for items during the
Benefit Auction by Almburg Auctioneers and sample appetizer

by Faranda's. Tickets are
$35.00 and available at the
door or in advance at a variety of
places including Cindy Ditzler in
Room 400 of Founders.
Want a sneak peak at the original letters, family photographs,
and Josiah Willard journals?
Drop by the Regional History
Center and ask to see the inventory for the Bertha Glidden Bradt
Collection (RC 46).

Facilities Updates
71 North renovation and construction was completed the
week before the Fall semester
began. It is hoped that the temporary wall will be coming down
during the week of September
10th. A security gate for the
Founders Library side of the vestibule is being ordered. The
date of delivery and installation
is not known at this time. Until
the security gate is in place, the
entry/exit door is locked so no
one can enter.

Founders Library will be receiving two new external standalone book drops. One book
drop will be placed in the same
area along Normal Road as the
current stand-alone drop. The
second book drop will be located
outside the main entrance of
Founders Library. Both book
drops will be installed to meet
ADA requirements. These book
drops replace the drops on the
Discover side of 71 North.

Service Directory signs have
been placed in the Founders
Library upper lobby and passenger elevators to help direct individuals to the various service
points in the library. These signs
are temporary. Once the Physical Space Advisory committee is
called together, recommendations for permanent signage will
be among the first topics discussed.

New Physical Space Advisory Committee
A committee created in response to the Libraries Strategic
Planning survey is being
formed.

Dean Barnhart has asked that
the committee provide recommendations on broad topics
such as:

The committee called the
“Libraries Physical Space Advisory Committee” has been
charged by the Dean to “To assist in the development, assessment and ongoing improvement
of the Libraries’ physical space
to enhance the research, learning and social experience of the
NIU faculty, staff, students and
the public.”

• Wayfinding Signage for the
Libraries (Faraday, Founders,
Music)
• Space Utilization/Space
Requests
• Learning space design
• Furniture
• Policies related to the use of
the Libraries’ space by
students, staff, faculty and

external entities housed in the
Libraries
• ADA compliance
Members are sought from the
faculty and operating staff with
representation from the Library
Council, and LOSAC. Please talk
with your supervisor, if you
would like to join the committee.
Then, please contact TJ Lusher.
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Memories of the Big Easy: ALA 2018 in New Orleans
by Rob Ridinger
The recent Annual Conference of
the American Library Association
was held in New Orleans June
21-26, an excellent choice of a
city that always has much to
offer visitors from the ornate
wrought ironwork of the French
Quarter to the organized madness of Bourbon Street. This
year was special, as it was the
300th anniversary of the founding of New Orleans in 1718. The
weather was hot but manageable (low 90s, typical Louisiana
summer) but with a good wind
every day off the Mississippi.

“And, of course, there
was way too much
Cajun food–if such a
thing is possible, and
night walks through the
French Quarter listening to jazz pouring out
of every block.”
The morning before registration
opened, I went to the Cabildo
museum next to the cathedral to
visit the exhibition Recovered
Memories: Spain, New Orleans,
and the Support for the American Revolution. The only word
for it was lavish–paintings from
the Prado in Madrid, old maps
and lots of artifacts and costumes from the eighteenth century.
The opening session of the conference on June 22nd featured
Michelle Obama, and folks began lining up at 9 a.m. to get a
seat for her 2 p.m. presentation
(now available on Youtube). The
line was immense After, it was

time for the opening of the exhibits and being fed by the vendors–the best time to head for
the publishers you listed to see
what they had. One of the stock
features of the exhibits was the
Baker and Taylor booth with actors in full-body velour cat costumes playing Baker and Taylor,
the Scots fold cats that are the
publisher’s logo. I ran into colleagues from Montreal and Toronto and discovered the Café
Beignet on Royal Street (whose
staff all wore black t-shirts with
the slogan “ Beignet- Done
That“). And, of course, there was
way too much Cajun food–if
such a thing is possible, and
night walks through the French
Quarter listening to jazz pouring
out of every block.
Saturday morning featured Robert Fieseler, author of Tinderbox:: The Untold Story of the Up
Stairs Lounge Fire and the Rise
of Gay Liberation. 2018 marked
the 45th anniversary of the arson
fire that destroyed a French
Quarter bar and killed thirty-two
people, and Fieseler gave a
clear and passionate account of
the in-depth research that
helped him retrieve this piece of
New Orleans history. Afternoon
was a panel of four authors on
“Gender and Sexuality in Science Fiction and Fantasy,“ and
an appointment to do another
reading for the Office of Intellectual Freedom’s STAND FOR THE
BANNED series of videos for
Banned Books Week in September. I chose to read from To Kill
a Mockingbird and spent a good
few minutes channeling Miss
Jean Louise Finch, reflecting
that she and her brother would

get grown up but that there wasn’t much they had left to learn–
except algebra. There was a memorial service for the Up Stairs
Lounge victims Sunday night
followed by a jazz funeral procession to the site of the fire
and a second memorial event,
there featuring a gospel choir.
Monday was the Stonewall Book
Awards, marked by some very
good speakers and lots of free
books to bring home for our collection.
My last day I played tourist,
walking from Jackson Square to
the French Market, up on to the
RIverwalk to grab a shady bench
and watch the freighters and
paddle-wheel steamers on the
Mississippi. Then upriver to the
Aquarium of the Americas–
nothing like walking through a
reef exhibit with the living sea all
around you and seeing manta
rays flying overhead, or being in
an IMAX theater with a film on
the ocean coming down on you.
Then back to Jackson Square to
sit and crowdwatch under a
crepe myrtle in full bloom. New
Orleans always has something
new to find no matter how many
time you go….
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Digitized Recently by Matt Short
We recently completed digitization
of Beadle’s New York Dime Library,
one of the longest running dime
novel series published by Beadle &
Adams. The collection contains
1,097 novels, which can be found
on Nickels and Dimes here: https://
tinyurl.com/y7xoajmp
Beadle's New York Dime Library spanned twenty-eight years
and seven months between May
1877 and December 1905. Frontier
and Western stories predominate
early on, with detective stories
much more common towards the
end of the series. Major recurring
characters include Buffalo Bill, Dick
Talbot, Thad Burr, and Joe Phenix.
Prentiss Ingraham, Joseph E. Badger, and Albert W. Aiken are the main
contributors. Several of the Buffalo
Bill novels were likely written by
William F. Cody himself.

Two of our favorite novels from this
series are:
Captain Volcano; or, The Man of the
Red Revolvers, a story about a woman pirate who “had conceived that
strange liking for other girls which
has been known […] to exist in the
female breast”: https://
dimenovels.lib.niu.edu/islandora/
object/dimenovels:153395
Electro Pete, the Man of Fire; or,
The Wharf Rats of Locust Point, a
mystery set in Baltimore and featuring a robber who wears a protective
vest that emits electricity:
https://dimenovels.lib.niu.edu/islan
dora/object/dimenovels:157682
Cataloging, digitization, and ingest
of Beadle’s New York Dime Library
has been ongoing since January
2017. Special thanks to Christian
Lash and Sata Prescott for all of

their hard work helping to wrangle
metadata, students, and scanning.

From the Dean...
A Strategic Planning Team was convened during the summer to continue working on the University Libraries’ strategic plan and the work
begun in the spring. To kick off the
next phase of the planning, the
Team (consisting of Nancy Adams,
Fred Barnhart, Jana Brubaker, Sarah Cain, Wayne Finley, Michele
Hunt, TJ Lusher, Hao Phan, Matthew
Short, Joseph Thomas and Leanne
VandeCreek) participated in a retreat led by Kathryn Deiss in early
August. The retreat focused on synthesizing strategic directions from
the information produced during the
spring semester by the exploration
teams, along with the patron survey
and the staff priorities list. A drafting
subcommittee of the Strategic Planning Team (consisting of Nancy
Adams, Fred Barnhart, Sarah Cain
and Leanne VandeCreek) is working

on revising the strategic directions,
drafting goals for the directions and
providing a draft version of a document for review and feedback by
both the Strategic Planning Team
and the entire library staff. Following any necessary revisions we will
look to the entire library for recommendations on action items to fulfill
the directions/goals in both the
coming year and the next three
years. Our goal for producing the
first draft of the document is midOctober.
I received a question about whether
libraries provide support to each
other during natural disasters, such
as with hurricane Florence in the
Carolinas. While I expect that the
full extent of support for our fellow
libraries will not become apparent

until after the storm passes, it is
worth pointing out that the ALA
(American Libraries Association) is
referring potential donors or helpers
to the state library associations. In
addition IMLS (Institute for Museum
and Library Services) is providing
information about disaster preparedness. As I become aware of more
focused efforts for support of those
libraries affected by Florence, I will
be sure to pass it along.
IMLS tips for preparation
https://www.imls.gov/blog/2018/0
9/be-prepared-tips-museums-andlibraries-path-hurricane-florence
ALA update
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.
org/blogs/the-scoop/ala-hurricaneflorence-recovery-efforts/

VOLUME 6, ISSUE 3

PAGE 5

Getting to Know...Dave VanGorder
What’s your favorite part of your
job and why?
Learning new things and meeting new people every day.

The basics:
 Works in the Libraries
Systems Office, Systems
Administration
 Grew up in rural
Pennsylvania
 B.S. Computer Science /
Math at Mansfield
University of PA
 Married to Megan, who is an
NIU Ph. D. candidate
starting this fall
 Two sons: Asa 5, Harrison 2


Lives in DeKalb

How long have you worked at
the library?
My first day in the Library was
June 4th, 2018. It’s been 3
months already!

What do you like to do in your off
hours?
Pretty normal day-to-day things
like spend time with my wife and
kids, visit with friends, play
sports, hunt and fish, and just
be outdoors. I’m also very involved with my church, Bright
Field Church.
What are your reading (or listening to) now?
This is a timely question for
me. Typically, I don’t make much
of a point to discover new music
or podcasts, but I have lately.
Podcast: “Reply All” from Gimlet
Media
Music: Sho Baraka
What was the last good movie
you saw?
With family life and other stuff
going on, it seems that half-hour
shows are about all we have
time for these days. My wife
and I have been working through
Bob’s Burgers lately and have
found ourselves cracking up at
that.

Do you have any pets?
No pets.
If you won the lottery tomorrow,
what would you do?
Likely put it away in savings and
keep working here.
Where would you like to travel?
Scotland
What’s your favorite restaurant
in the area? What do you like
about it?
Los 3 Burritos has been a regular one for me. Its Taco Tuesday
special and close proximity
make it hard to pass up. It’s
tasty and filling to boot.
What is one thing about you that
most people don’t know?
I’m mostly an open book and
pretty average overall for skills
and talents, so nothing very interesting to know.

Staff News


Sarah Cain has been named the new curator of Rare Books and Special Collections.



Ginger Prothero-Schwersenska was promoted to Senior Library Specialist in Technical Services.



Ladka Khailova has taken a new position as the Director of the Georgetown School of Continuing
Studies Library. Her last day at NIU will be October 5.
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FLA Salsa and Guacamole Competition! by Jenny Symonds
We'd like to thank everyone who came out and participated in the FLA Salsa/Guacamole competition! Whether it be by submitting or sampling, FLA thanks all who took the time to come out.
We're happy to announce the winners as follows. First goes to Ginger Prothero-Schwersenska, with
her delicious #1 salsa, second place goes to Nancy Adams, with her special homemade #7 salsa,
and third place goes to Annie Oelschlager with her oh so spicy #5 salsa verde!
P. S. be on the lookout for more FLA food tastings/competitions in the coming months!

Ginger Prothero-Schwersenska

Nancy Adams

Annie Oelschlager

